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Tharisa Minerals and Immersive Technologies Partnering for 
Workforce Development
14 October 2021

Tharisa Minerals, the world’s only co-producer of both PGM and chrome concentrates, continues to embrace the usage of 
advanced, high-fidelity simulation technology as a core component of their already impressive operator training program at their 
open-pit operations in the Rustenburg region of South Africa.

Through a successful and long-standing partnership with Immersive Technologies, global leader in mining training-technology 
solutions, Tharisa Minerals have added a PRO4-B simulator to their existing simulator fleet. The PRO4-B will be utilizing new 
equipment conversion kits from Immersive Technologies which align to Tharisa’s aggressive investment in their OEM assets. These 
include Caterpillar 24M Grader and D11T Dozer conversion kits as well as a Caterpillar 6050 face-shovel kit.

In addition to this new hardware, Tharisa minerals have also acquired Immersive Technologies’ Operator Performance Analytics 
(OPA) platform. When used in conjunction with any of Immersive Technologies’ Simulators, OPA provides clients with the ability to 
gain deep insights into fleet operational data which can be translated into more targeted operator training programs.

 
Tharisa Minerals have already focused significant investment on their people through specialised training programs. Recently the 
haul-truck workforce underwent targeted training on correct brake application and gear selection via the Immersive Technology 
simulators onsite. This process led to significant improvements, with a 23% reduction in transmission related expenditure 
and a 64% reduction in overspeed warnings translating into a safer work environment and lower costs for Tharisa Minerals. 
There also remains a strong local engagement at Tharisa Minerals with the Mine drawing on the local community to be trained 
as potential novice operators. This program run in conjunction with Immersive Technologies simulators, provides development 
opportunities for community-members not only at Tharisa Minerals but more broadly in the mining sector.

“In our quest to be a World Class Mining Company, key contributing components to that objective are definitely high knowledge 
and competency levels of ALL our employees including Operators. Hence, it gives us a high degree of comfort and safe-assurance 
to be able to use the latest technology and methodologies to track, monitor and pre-determine where possible loss or damage 

Simulator for Cat® D11T Track Dozer. Operator Performance Analytics (OPA) platform provides operator 
performance variability and training needs analysis.

https://www.immersivetechnologies.com/products/PRO4-Training-Simulator-for-Surface-Mining.htm
https://www.immersivetechnologies.com/products/Training-Simulator-Modules/Caterpillar-16M-24M-Grader.htm
https://www.immersivetechnologies.com/products/Training-Simulator-Modules/Caterpillar-D11T-Track-Dozer.htm
https://www.immersivetechnologies.com/services/Operator-Performance-Analytics.htm
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to machinery is likely to come from, and devise proactive means to eliminate that. In my view as an HRD manager, the Immersive 
Technologies Simulators are valuable tools to have at our disposal here at Tharisa Minerals” - Gibb Motlou, HRD Manager,  
Tharisa Minerals.

###
About Immersive Technologies 
Immersive Technologies is the world’s largest, proven and tested supplier of surface and underground Advanced Equipment 
Simulators to the global mining industry. The company has achieved this unique position by focusing on its mission to increase 
Customer profitability by optimizing the safety and productivity of their operators. Immersive Technologies’ Advanced Equipment 
Simulators are helping hundreds of mining companies around the world to increase their equipment operators’ safety and site 
profitability through effective simulation training.

With advanced simulator modules deployed in 45 countries, Immersive Technologies is dedicated to provide outstanding service. 
To deliver on this commitment the company has customer sales and support offices located close to its customers in Perth and 
Brisbane Australia, Salt Lake City USA, Fort McMurray, Vancouver Canada, Estado de México Mexico, Lima Peru, Santiago Chile, Belo 
Horizonte Brazil, Bochum Germany, Johannesburg South Africa, Jakarta Indonesia, Kolkata India and Moscow Russia.
Immersive has the global mining experience, innovative technology, product range, industry endorsement, proven support 
commitment and industry vision to partner with you to ensure your simulator training solution delivers the significant results you 
expect.
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